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His Royal Highness-Senior Chief Luembe Patron-Luangwa Community Forest Project,

we thank you for sending your kind note to the "Report" newsroom and Rai management.

To provide our viewers with the broadest information on the issue, we will publish your letter 

on the web page of our website, where the video of the "Luangwa Project" investigation is.

We apologize for the concerns you have expressed. On the other end, we emphasize that 

the conclusions we have arrived at result from a careful and articulate work of verification. In 

the field, through direct testimonies in Zambia and with an in-depth study of the project 

thanks to the intervention of well-known experts who have studied the case of the "Luangwa 

Project" by publishing specific works on the subject before our interest in it.

Regarding the critics that made to our story -like the one related to hunting activities- we 

would like to underline that we reported that hunting is allowed within the protected area. 

We have never said that the LCFP is involved in the hunting industry or that it is illegal.

Secondly, regarding the methodology used and the standards employed, we would like to 

remind Royal Highness that an in-depth journalistic investigation by the Guardian, the 

German weekly Die Zeit, and SourceMaterial already questioned the validity of the 

certifications issued by Verra.

The news outlets argued that more than 90 percent of rainforest carbon offsets by the 

largest certifier may be worthless. As a result of this journalistic investigation, a dynamic 

discussion began about the new criteria to follow in carbon certifications.

In the specific case related to LCFP, we spoke with some university researchers who 

analyzed the project data and arrived at the same conclusions as the journalistic 

investigation about the methodology used by Verra on certifications. 

In addition, we read the report of London-based agency Bezero, one of the world's leading 

rating agencies dealing with the carbon credit market, and interviewed its managing director.

The agency BeZero last year certified a downgrade from A to B for the project.

Finally, about the critics related to the involvement of the population in the projects and the 

benefits received, we just collected their thoughts on the ground:  in our story, we never 



claimed that the infrastructure was built by your partners or by Eni, but financed with money 

from the LCFP project in which Eni is part of the governance.

There is no neo-colonialist intent on Rai's side, only a careful and complimentary review of 

projects dealing with the carbon credit market that involve both your communities at the local

level and our national oil company. This element represents a reason for public interest: the 

impact these projects should have on our environment that is neither ours nor yours, but 

everyone's.

Our sincerest regards, 

Report Editorial Staff


